
two books of her own, they 

have published often in Na-

tional Geographic, Smith-

sonian, Audubon and Sports 

Illustrated along with a 
dozen scientific, peer re-

viewed articles.  

We also conducted a brief 

business meeting including 

announcement of new 

board members, 2014 

Board officers and newly 

elected President, Trish 

Petrie. 

The meeting boasted over 

77 attendees, raised $1032 

through a 50/50 raffle and 

merchandise sales as well as 

the turtle adoption pro-

gram. We had 15 new 

members join and 23 onsite 

renewals! 

The Supporters Group 

held their annual meeting 

and membership drive on 

Sunday, February 16 in 

Port St. Joe Florida.  We 

were extremely pleased to 

have Jack Rudloe, founder 
of the Gulf Specimen Ma-

rine Laboratory, as our 

guest speaker. For over 35 

years Jack has dedicated his 

life helping conserve the 

Gulf of Mexico ecosystem 

Gulf Specimen Marine 

Laboratory.   This labora-

tory collaborates with 

thousands of scientists 

around the world and sup-

plies marine life to over 

1300 schools and research 

institutions (more than 300 

scientific papers credit 

them as their source 

of specimens).  We 

celebrated Jack’s 

birthday with cake and 

song before he spoke 

about a topic near and 

dear to his heart—
shrimp. Inspired by 

John Steinbeck, who 

he met in his early 

20’s, Jack has written 

nonfiction books on 

the sea and two nov-

els. With his wife 

Anne, who has written 
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St. Vincent Island’s Red Wolf  

              Recovery Program 
 

St. Vincent National Wildlife Refuge 

(NWR) has the unique status of par-

ticipating in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service’s red wolf recovery program. 

St. Vincent Island (SVI) is fortunate to 

have the capacity and features to al-

low a free roaming “semi-wild ex-

perience” for this endangered spe-

cies. Here a red wolf pair has the op-

portunity to breed and raise pups 

without significant human interfer-

ence in a natural habitat.   

 

Board Members: 

Trish Petrie, President 

Audrey Schmidt, Treasurer 

Landy Luther, Secretary 

Virginia Satterfield 

Jan Pietrzyk 

John Inzetta 

Gloria Austin 

Carol Brown, New 

Nancy Widener, New 

Nancy Stuart, New 

Mike Turrisi, New 

 

 

 

Jack 

Rudloe 

Because the island is not trying to estab-

lish a permanent wolf population, most 

of the pups are 
Story Continued on page 4. 

Photo Credit: 

Refuge-

watch.org 
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Funding Concerns for St. Vincent Island NWR 
Petition and Letter to Fish and Wildlife Officials 

Island Happenings 
Feb 16, 2014                 Supporters Annual Meeting:  

Mar 28, 2014                Open House on the Island—RESCHEDULED for OCTOBER 

May 14, 2014           Island Tour 

May 1—Oct 31          Marine Sea Turtle Nesting Season 

petition if you agree with he statement 

put forth above.   

 

If you did not receive a petition and 

would like to sign, please contact us at 

stvincentislandfriends@gmail.com 

Or through causes.com/

stvincentislandfriends 

"We, the undersigned, strongly oppose any 

change in status that would have a negative ef-

fect on the staffing or funding of St. Vincent 

NWR". 

 

The St. Vincent Island National Wildlife Refuge sup-

porters group and the Board of Directors are very 

concerned about the viability of ongoing funding and 

support of this unique island. In mid April, we are 

going to deliver a written statement of our concerns 

to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife officials along with peti-

tions signed by members and other individuals who 

support our statement. 

 

You should have received an electronic copy of the 

petition via email. Please take a moment to sign the 

St Vincent Island Map 
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TURTLE NESTING       

2013 SUMMARY                
The final count of turtle nests on St. Vincent 

in 2013 was a record setting 104.  Interest-

ingly, all the nests were loggerhead sea tur-

tles this year.  Nineteen hardy souls, volun-

teers and St. Vincent staff members, moni-

tored the nests and collected the following 

data: 
25  

Nests were negatively affected by predators, 

ghost crabs, raccoons and wild pigs 

15  
Nests were negatively affected by storm surge 

from Tropical Storm Andrea  

6,284  
Hatchlings emerged and left their nest!  

HUNT SUMMARY  

Fall/Winter 2013-

2014 
There are three managed hunts each 

hunting season on St. Vincent Island.   

November Archery Hunt  

  35 hunters harvested 4 White-

tailed deer (2 bucks and 2 does),  

1 feral hog (boar), and 5 raccoons 

(2 males and 3 females).   

December Sambar Deer Hunt  

 107 hunters participating.  8 Sam-

bar deer were harvested  (4 hinds 

and 4 stags with 4-6 points) with 

dressed weights of 122-370 lbs.  

Also  one feral hog (88 lb sow) 

and 2 raccoons were harvested. 

January  Primitive Weapon 

Hunt (muzzle loader and bow)   

 123 hunters participating. They 

harvested 35 White-tailed deer 

(17 does, 18 bucks) and 10  fe-

ral hogs (5 sows and 5 boars). 

Birds of St. Vincent Island 

 Credit: Lynn Harding 

Bald Eagle 

American Oyster 

Catcher 

Black Skimmers 

White Pelicans 

mailto:stvincentislandfriends@gmail.com
http://causes.com/stvincentislandfriends
http://causes.com/stvincentislandfriends


  Turtle Nest Adoptions 

Dune Landscapes on St. Vincent Island NWR   

Contributing author: Carol Brown 
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The Supporter’s group is requesting a tax-deductible donation of $25 to “adopt” a specific sea 

turtle nest. This donation applies to one nest per nesting season. Donors will receive an “adoption certifi-

cate”, a photo of the nest, and a complete activity report at the end of the nesting season. All donors will be 

recognized in the Supporter’s newsletter. The $25 donation will help pay for the cost of the wire cages, sup-

plies, and fuel for the patrol vehicles. Your support of this project will be greatly appreciated by the mother 

sea turtles, volunteers, staff, and sea turtle lovers everywhere! 

           
Want to Adopt a nest this season?  

Contact Us at 850-229-6735  

Makes a great and meaningful gift! 

In the last article we discussed barrier island formation. St Vincent Island is a mesotidal bar-

rier island, characterized by a short, squat shape, rather like a drumstick. Mesotidal islands 

contain sheltered concave interiors with small lakes and bayous further protected by the ad-

jacent mainland. If one looks at an aerial shot of St. Vincent Island, one can see long, roughly 

parallel ridges. 

 These ridges are sand dunes created over the life of the island. Typically, there are 

several types of dunes. Dunes are created by sand pushed up from the ocean floor by wind 

and wave action, deposited on shore. Over time, the sand is blown toward the back of the 

island by wind. This action creates a series of dunes, with the newest and largest, fore dunes, nearest the exposed 

ocean side of the island. These dunes are highly disturbed due to wind and water exposure on the ocean side of the 

island and contain the lowest species richness. Fore dunes tend to be dominated by dune stabilizing plant colonies 

such as beach orange, railroad vine and sea oats. 

At the bay side or rear of the island are older more established back dunes or sec-

ondary dunes, eroding off the rear of the island into the bay. The back dunes have 

the highest species diversity, dominated by longer living woody plant species, due 

to their more stable geomorphology. On St. Vincent Island, the back dunes contain 

slash pine, saw palmetto and live oak trees. Between foredune and the back dune 

series are the interdunes or swales, containing clonal grasses and forbs that can tol-

erate frequent freshwater flood-

ing and saltwater overwash from 

storms.  Dunes experience disturbance from wind, waves and intense storms. Normal disturbance occurs as wind 

and waves build up the foredunes. Foredune plant communities are also influenced by seasonal temperature variations 

and amount of summer precipitation, while interdune grasses and forbs are primarily disturbed by storm surge. Back-

dune communities are affected by storm surge as well as precipitation amounts. Occasionally, intense storms break 

down the foredunes and cause sediment deposition over the interdunes. Over time, from one hundred to 

one thousand years, some foredunes gradually displace toward the back of the island. Next time, we will 

discuss storms and how they affect barrier islands. 

Image from: http://www.mrstevennewman.com/geo/Stockton/Biophysical_Interactions/geomorphological_processes.htm 

http://www.stvincentfriends.com/index.cfm/m/30/dn/Adopt-a-Turtle/
http://www.mrstevennewman.com/geo/Stockton/Biophysical_Interactions/geomorphological_processes.htm


around 18 months of age are transferred to the 1.2 

million acre red wolf recovery area in eastern North 

Carolina http://www.fws.gov/alligatorriver.  St Vincent 

NWR was approved as a red wolf island propagation 

site in the fall of 1989 and has since been home to 21 

adults with 25 pups born on location. Adults that are 

sent off the island for any number of reasons such as 
age or health concerns have gone to places such as the 

Tallahassee History and Natural Sciences Museum, the 

Wolf Conservation Center of New York, and Point 

Defiance Zoo & Aquarium/Graham, WA red wolf facility http:wwww.pdza.org/re-wolf-

conservation to name a few.  Likewise adult red wolves have been sent to St. Vincent Island 

from all over the United States. 

 

Red wolves are identified by number (e.g., 1548, 1124, 982). The last pair prior to December 

2013, female 1729 and male 1565 were not successful in their ability to have pups; so, in De-

cember of 2013 male 1565 was sent to the Wolf Conservation Center of New York in 

South Salem, NY http://nywolf.org/ and one of their male red wolves was sent to SVI in ex-

change.  New male 1804 (affectionately known as “Jacob”) and female 1729 were placed in a 

large acclimation pen on the island for a short time in an effort to both introduce the pair 

and help Jacob adjust to his new environment. Encouraging video evidence of their subse-

quent pair bonding while enclosed and now in the wild leave biologist Bradley Smith and Ref-

uge Manager Shelley Stiaes hopeful there will be a new litter of red wolf pups roaming the 

Refuge soon. 

 

St. Vincent NWR boasts an amazing history and support of this beautiful endangered species. 

For more information on the red wolf recovery program there are a multitude of websites 

you can visit including more information on male 1804 at http://nywolf.org/home?p=9066 and 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service red wolf recovery program at http://www.fws.gov/redwolf/. 

Red wolf recovery team social media sites abound as well so please be sure to like and share 

the red wolf recovery team on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/

redwolfrecoveryprogram, check out their blog: http://trackthepack.blogspot.com/ and follow 

them on Twitter @redwolfrecovery 

 

Stay tuned for more information and pictures in upcoming newsletters! 
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St. Vincent Island’s Red Wolf Recovery Program cont’d 

Would you like to contribute an article or pictures to our upcoming           

newsletter? Have suggestions regarding articles or information you would like 

to see? 

 

Please contact us at:  stvincentislandfriends@gmail.com   

RE: Newsletter 

http://www.fws.gov/alligatorriver
http://mywolf.org
http://nywolf.org/home?p=9066
http://nywolf.org/home?p=9066
https://www.facebook.com/redwolfrecoveryprogram
https://www.facebook.com/redwolfrecoveryprogram
http://trackthepack.blogspot.com/

